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Andy Williams 1927-2012. Click on the 
images to see more photos of Williams.

Sad news: Singer Andy Williams, who sang on WLW-
AM with his brothers in the 1940s and 
attended Western Hills High School, has died at his 
home in Branson, Mo., his publicist tells Associated 
Press. 

Williams, 84, was best known for his TV variety shows 
in the 1950s, ’60s and ’70s on NBC, CBS and ABC; 
his Christmas TV specials; and for recording the hit 
“Moon River.” (Click here to hear Williams sing “Moon 
River.”)

Last November, shortly before his 84th birthday, 
Williams told the audience at his Christmas show in 
Branson that he had bladder cancer, and vowed to 
return next year to celebrate his 75th year in show 
business.

“I do have cancer of the bladder,” Williams said, 
according to the Tri-Lakes News. “But that is no longer a death sentence. People with 
cancer are getting through this thing. They’re kicking it, and they’re winning more and 
more every year. And I’m going to be one of them.”

Williams lived in Cheviot as a teenager and attended Western Hills High School. He 
and his three older brothers came to WLW-AM in 1941 or 1942, after Chicago’s WLS-AM 
canceled their radio show. They also had worked for Des Moines’ WHO-AM. The family 
moved from here to Los Angeles, where he finished high school.

The Williams brothers sang on the 15-minute “Time to Shine” show at 8 a.m. before going 
to school. Sixty years later, Williams sang the opening theme song for Griffin (shoe) Polish 
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Andy Williams (center, holding microphone) 
and his three older brothers sang on WLW-
AM, Chicago’s WLS-AM and Des Moines’ 
WHO-AM.

for WVXU-FM’s award-winning “Cincinnati Radio: 
The Nation’s Station (1921-41)” documentary 
released in 2001. (Listen to it here.):

“”It’s time to shine! So shine your shoes, and you’ll 
wear a smile. Shine your shoes, and you’ll be in 
style. The Sun shines East, and the Sun shines 
West … Griffin Polish shines the best!”

Williams brought his final Christmas tour here to 
the Taft Theatre in 1994, before taking it 
permanently to Branson. And he sang “Time to 
Shine” then too!

We’ve dug into our archives for some cool old 
photos, including his 1964 visit to his old Cheviot 
home and a 1970 NBC TV special with his 
brothers. Here’s the link. Enjoy!

Andy Williams’ family joined him for his Dec. 13, 1973, NBC “Andy Williams 
Christmas Special.” Pictured are his wife Claudine Longet and their children, 
daughter Noelle, and sons Christian and Robert (left to right). NBC Photo

Bonus: Check out this video, shared by Robert Parish, of Al Schottelkotte’s TV report on 
Andy Williams fudging his age.
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YOU MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN

Tim Hedrick returns Tuesday on Ch 12 

No call from Marty 

Anchor opens tonight 

Andy Williams wanted to revive WLW’s Moon River 

Ch. 5 news director heading to LA 

Clyde Gray taking medical leave from Ch. 9 

SPONSORED LINKS

Why Is A Fast-Food Giant Going After A One-Man 
Business? (OPEN Forum) 

How To Teach Math Facts (Post-It Activity Center) 

13 Things a Movie Theater Employee Won?t Tell You 
(Reader's Digest) 

The 10 ugliest cars of 2012 (Bankrate) 

Restless Legs Syndrome Facts (Lifescript) 

30 Worst Clubhouse Cancers in Baseball History 
(Bleacher Report) 
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