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John H. Vandegriff, passed away January 29, 2019 in the hospital in Bethesda, MD from cancer. He is
survived by his wife of 63 years, Judith Rice Vandegriff, three children, James Jay Vandegriff, Laura
(Terrell) Winn, Lynn (Marcel) Bernard, and three grandchildren, Sarah Sanger, Christopher Bernard,
Melissa Bernard. John was born in Edgerton, Ohio January 13, 1930 as the fourth son of a Methodist
Minister. He grew up in Cincinnati; graduated from Ohio Wesleyan University in 1951, and attended
New York University graduate program in TV and radio production until the Army grabbed him. He
served in the Army until October 1953. He pivoted forces to the US Navy's Of�ce of Intelligence as a
civilian investigator and served as Resident Agent-in-Charge of the Cincinnati �eld of�ce, and
assignments with Commander US Naval Forces, Philippines and Naval District, Washington DC, June
1962. He transferred National Security Agency, retiring in 1985, after 35 years of service, to become
Security Manager, GTE, and then and investigator for Computer Science Corporation until
2000. During his career, John held many positions and titles: Pres. of the Maryland District, Sons of the
American Revolution, Rotary President, Friendship Heights Rotary, Head of set design for the Chevy
Chase Players, - St. John's Episcopal Church, Norwood Parish, Vestry 1975-78, St. Stephens, Severn
Parish -Vestry, 1978 -1986; All Saints Church, Lay Minister, Bethesda Helps, food pantry driver,
member, Naval Criminal Investigative Service Association, Kenwood Country Club Board of Governors,
Ohio Wesleyan Alumni Board, Sumner Village Activities Committee, Life time member Sigma Chi. A
memorial service will be held at February 8, 2019, at 11 a.m. at All Saints Episcopal Church, 3 Chevy
Chase Circle, Bethesda, MD 20815
Published by The Washington Post on Feb. 3, 2019.

To plant trees in memory, please visit the Sympathy Store.
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Memories and Condolences
for JOHN VANDEGRIFF

6 Entries

My condolences to the Vandegriff family on the passing of John Vandegriff. My name is Jo
Anne Vandegriff and I wonder if we are related. Vandegriff is a very rare name, especially
being spelled the same. So from one Vandegriff to another, John Vandegriff's soul rests
peacefully with Jesus now. No better place than that

Jo Anne Vandegri�
Other October 23, 2022

Britt February 8, 2019

Honoring John with you today. He was always kind and gentile to me, from age 7 through
adulthood. My condolences to all the family of John and especially to Lynn Bernard, my
oldest friend.

Britt Sjoerdsma February 8, 2019

Not sure what to say?

Add a memory or share condolences

Add a Photo

Submit Your Message

https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/name/john-vandegriff-obituary?pid=191436725


John - Kind and courtly; I will miss you. Judy, much love to you.

-Kate H-R

Kate Huntress-Reeve February 7, 2019

Judy, you always have a smile for everyone and I have always admired you for that. Please
know that I will keep you in my thoughts during this dif�cult time. Please keep smiling.

Joy Nurmi February 6, 2019

We are so sorry to hear of the passing of our Past State President John. He was a beloved
leader and will be sorely missed. Our condolences.

President Christos Christou February 4, 2019
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Make a Donation
in JOHN VANDEGRIFF's name

Make a donation to a meaningful cause in honor of your loved one. Choose your organization:

Need inspiration? Search by cause.

Search by name, keyword, or EIN



Memorial Events
for JOHN VANDEGRIFF

To o�er your sympathy during this di�cult time, you can now have memorial trees planted in a

National Forest in memory of your loved one.

Plant Trees

How to support JOHN's loved ones

Attending a Funeral: What to Know

Read more

Should I Send Sympathy Flowers?

Read more

What Should I Write in a Sympathy Card?

Read more

Poems of Mourning and Comfort

Read more
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Resources to help you cope with loss

How to Write an Obituary

Need help writing an obituary? Here's a step-by-step guide...

Read more

Estate Settlement Guide

If you’re in charge of handling the a�airs for a recently deceased loved one, this guide o�ers a
helpful checklist.

Read more

The Five Stages of Grief
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They're not a map to follow, but simply a description of what people commonly feel.

Read more

How to Cope With Grief

Information and advice to help you cope with the death of someone important to you.

Read more

Ways to honor JOHN VANDEGRIFF's life and legacy

Obituary Examples

Read more

Obituary Templates

Read more

How to Write an Obituary

Read more
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20 Creative Ways to Memorialize a Loved One

Read more

Recent deaths in the news

Libya Floods (2023)

Read more

Ferid Murad (1936–2023), Nobel Prize-winning doctor 

Read more

Marc Bohan (1926–2023), Dior signature designer

Read more

Sarah Young (1946–2023), Jesus Calling devotional author 

Read more

More ways to support the family
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Submit an Obituary

Contact Us

Visit the Sympathy Shop

Show your sympathy by sending �owers.

Send Your Arrangement

Plant a tree in memory of JOHN.

Choose Your Tree

Dedicate a star in JOHN's name.

Name a Star

Donate to charity in honor of JOHN.

Make a Donation

https://legacy.memoriams.com/network/thewashingtonpost/obituary?utm_campaign=consumerdirect&utm_source=legacy&utm_medium=np_lp&utm_content=washingtonpost
https://www.legacy.com/contact/
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